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ENERGY ECONOMICS MEXICO 


BRIEFS 


NEW URANIUM RESERVE ESTIMATE--Mexico, D.F.--4 Feb (IPS)--By the end of this 
century Mexico plans to build electrical nuclear power plants with a capacity 
of 20 million kWh, which is equal to the present output of the country's 
electrical industry. This ambitious undertaking by our developing country 
would be accomplished thanks to enormous uranium reserves. It is believed 
that there is uranium beneath almost half of our national territory (about 
1.2 million square kilometers). Up to now, the reserves have been estimated 
at 25,000 tons, but it is now estimated that there are 200,000 tons of this 
"nuclear fuel." The Mexican Government has already invested more than $100 
million in research. [Excerpt] [Mexico City EXCE] SIOR in Spanish 5 Feb 82 
pp 3, 8] 8568 
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COUNTRY SECTION INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


DOMINICA PRIME MINISTER ON CARICOM SUMMIT, TRINIDAD VISIT 
FL242235 Bridgetown CANA in English 2150 GMT 24 Mar 82 
[By Peter Richards] 


[Text] Roseau, Dominica, % Mar (CANA)--A Caribbean Community (CARICOM) heads 
of government conference could take place in the latter half of July, Dominica 
Prime Minister Eugenia Charles said today. 


"Tt is obvious that all of us want a heads of government conference. It will 
be a very important one, because many decisions will have to be taken, not 
least of all decisions about whether we could live together although we have 
completely different ideologies," Miss Charles told reporters. 


She was commenting on her official visit last week to Trinidad and Tobago, 
for talks with Prime Minister George Chambers and other government officials 
three. 


She said that during her talks the proposed summit was discussed and Mr Cham- 
bers indicated his willingness to attend such a meeting. 


"I feel quite sure that this meeting will take place in the second half of 
July" Miss Charles said, noting that already preliminary discussions in prep- 
aration for the conference had been taking place. 


Miss Charles, the only woman head of government in the 12-nation CARICOM said 
that a meeting of CARICOM heads would discuss matters such as security, the 
future of the University of the West Indies (UWI), the American-inspired Carib- 
bean Basin Aid plan, the financing of CARICOM and the future of the regional 
integration movement. 


Miss Charles described her visit to Trinidad as "very useful." She said that the 
Chambers government would probably be providing some much needed assistance to 
the banana industry, by supplying Dominica with spraytex oil--a pesticide--for 

a year. "Without this our banana industry would suffer greatly," she said. 


The Port-of-Spain discussions also centered on the possibility of Dominica 
supplying bananas for Trinidad and Tobago's large school feeding programme 
and the director of the programme is due here after the Easter holiday on a 
follow up mission. 











Trinidad and Tobago has already given Dominica substantial assistance, parti- 
cularly after the widespread destruction caused by Hurricame David in 1979, 
and Miss Charles said that her visit was also to personally thank the Trini- 
dadians for their generosity. 


cso: 3025/1063 




















COUNTRY SECTION INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


CARIBBEAN WARNED ABOUT CBI ECONOMIC IMPACT 
Trinidad's Labor Congress Views 
FL241817 Bridgetown CANA in English 1745 GMT 24 Mar. 82 


[Text] Port-of-Spain, Trinidad, 24 Mar (CANA)--The Trinidad and Tobago 
Labour Congress has warned that both labour and business would suffer as a 
result of President Reagan's proposals under the Caribbean Basin Initiative 
(CBI) announced on February 24 at the Organisation of American States (OAS). 


Dr Ralph Henry, an official of the Public Services Association (PAS), speaking 
on behalf of the congress, said that the CBI, inspired by the Reagan administra- 
tion, would not only throw this country back to the "bad old days of the 
sixties," but the local conglomerates might well find themselves being 

"gobbled up" by the United States companies. 


Dr Henry was addressing delegates at a three-day national consultation on pro- 
ductivity organised by the Trinidad and Tobago Government. 


Congress’ reservations about the CBI, which has been hailed by the business 
community, is shared by the Council of Progressive Trade Unions, according to 
a union source. 


This in effect means that the labour movement, which represents about 500,000 
workers, has a common position on the controversial plans which offers 350 
million dollars in additional economic aid this year, investment incentives, 
one-way duty free trade, etc. 


Dr Henry, in urging caution about the Caribbean Basin Plan, pointed out that 
Trinidad and Tobago had suffered at the hands of foreign investors in the past. 


He said that in the 1960's companies had come in and left after reaping prof- 
its, and he noted that the plan offered favourable investment opportunities 
based on an initial 12-year pertod of duty-free access to the U.S. market. 


Dr Henry said that "we should be telling the Americans that if money must be 
spent from this plan, it must be on the country's local entrepreneurs." 


He felt that no technology would be transferred and there would be no other 
similar tangible benefits to workers. 
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"vhese American corporations would set up offices in the United States and 
ki1) off our businesses that call themselves conglomerates and sharks," he 


said. 


He added that these sharks will find that the U.S. corporations are whales. 
"They will be gobbled up," he stated. 


Dr Henry feit that at worst there ought to be joint ventures and at best 
local businesses should "at least borrow the money." 


"Ie as workers are at the very dirty end of the stick," he added. 


On the question of taxation, Dr Henry said that while it was implicit in most 
of the contributions that wage-earners were responsible for a drop in produc- 
tivity, he found that earnings by businesses have increased faster than those 
of workers. 


He wanted to know where all this money had come from and he suggested govern- 
ment expenditure. 


Dr Henry pointed out that labour had to come from behind and ask for a three- 
year agreement, while businesses could simply pass on their operating costs to 
the public. 


He called for speedy information on the share of income going to profits and 
that going to wage-earners. 


He suggested that the taxman should be more vigilant as regards some businesses 
that were "making a killing" and the authorities should also look at money 
made here that was going abroad. 


Dr Henry also suggested a law-away plan for workers housing, pointing out that 
the trade union movement could build houses more cheaply for workers by cut- 
ting out the middle man. 


Tommy Gatcliffe, speaking on behalf of the Association of Business, Industrial 
and Commercial Organisations of Trinidad and Tobago, called for a review of 


the tax structure both for individuals and businesses. 


Mr Gatcliffe said that the present tax regime was the single serious factor 
affecting productivity in the country, while mechanisation was responsible 
for over 45 per cent of increased productivity. 


Mr Gatcliffe described it as "the key to productivity," and he warned that "we 
are reaching the crossroads of Halcyon years are over." [As received] 


CPTU Views 
FL252230 Bridgetown CANA in English 2146 GMT 25 Mar 82 


[Excerpt] Port-of-Spain, Trinidad, 25 Mar (CANA)--Trinidad and Tobago's 
Council of Progressive Trade Unions (CPTU) has gone a step further than the 




















Labour Congress and is urging the government to steer clear of the Caribbean 
Basin Initiative (CBI), and, instead, to pursue the qeestion of a West Indian 
federation. 


The CPTU's position was outlined on the finai day of a three-day national con- 
sultation on productivity organised by the Trinidad and Tobago Government at 
the Chaguaramas convention center. 


On Tuesday at the conference, the Labour Congress had urged caution about the 
CBI, pointing out that there were what it felt to be grave perils lurking in 
the U.S. proposals for both labour and business in this country. 


Cecil Paul, the CPTU's president, said that the plan “is an attempt by Presi- 
dent Ronald Reagan to recolonise the Caribbean area", and he added: "We be- 
lieve that our government should reject the plan." 


Mr Paul advised the country to look at the question of a West Indies federation, 
and felt that Trinidad and Tobago should initiaté¢. such a move because the 
other territories were economically weak. 


These territories were exploited by U.S. corporations, the Mafia, and there 
was even South African involvement, Mr Paul claimed. 


CSO: 3025/1063 














COUNTRY SECTION INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


EL, SALVADOR-HONDURAS TRADE AGREEMENT--The Honduran and Salvadoran economy 
ministers reached an agreement yesterday on the interpretation of 

Article 4 of their bilateral trade agreement. According to their agreement, 
‘onduran products will be exempted from taxes in the Salvadoran market in 
the same manner as other products exported to that neighboring country by 
the other Central American nations. The agreement, reached over the 
telephor:, overcomes a 3-month impasse in the negotiations that occurred 
when the Salvadorans maintained that Honduran products had to be subjected 
to certain taxes. This placed our country's industrialists at a dis- 
advantage in relation to their Central American counterparts. [Excerpt | 
[PA211930 Tegucigalpa LA TRIBUNA in Spanish 19 Mar 82 p 3] 


JAMAICA TO REPRESENT DOMINICA AT CARICOM--Roseau, Dominica, 24 Mar (CANA)--Do- 
minica will be represented at the forthcoming Caribbean Community (CARICOM) 
foreign ministers conference in Belize by Jamaican minister of state, Dr Ne- 
ville Callimore, it was officially announced here today. Prime Minister 
Eugenia Charles said she had had talks here last weekend with Dr Gallimre, 
who is attached to the Jamaica Foreign Ministry. The discussions she said 
centered on the U.S. Caribbean Basin aid initiative and trade with Jamaica. 
Miss Charles said she had not intended to attend the two day foreign ministers 
parley opening March 21, but that Dr Gallimore had offered to represent this 
country. President Reagan's aid plan for the Caribbean and Central America 
will be the main talking point at the Belize conference. The scheme will see 
Washington offering an extra 350-million dollar (U.S.) in economic aid to the 
region this financial year, plus duty free entry in the American market for 
regional exports and incentives for U.S. businessmen to invest in the Carib- 
bean and Central America. [Text] [FL250315 Bridgetown CANA in English 2125 
GMT 24 Mar 82] 


CSO: 3025/1063 











COUNTRY SECTION ARGENTINA 


POLITICAL LEADERS ON PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS, OTHER ISSUES 
Buenos Aires CONVICCION in Spanish 27 Feb 82 pp 12-13 


[Interviews with Antonio Domingorena, head of the Popular Line Movement; Juan 
Carlos Pugliese, of the Radical Civic Union; and Frigerio, of the Integration 
and Development Movement; date and place not given] 


[Text] Domingorena 


"At this time in our history, there are two states of mind coexisting in 
Argentina: one that has let down its guard, and has become resigned to our 
continuing as a colony; and another which observes for the country a destiny 

as an independent, developed nation." Such was the categorical statement made 
by Dr Antonio Domingorena, head of the Popular Line Movement, when he was asked 
about his view of the period that we are undergoing. 


Born in Gualegauychu, Entre Rios, he began his political career as a leader of 
the Cordoba University Students' Federation, while studying law at that uni- 
versity. After graduating, he was a councilman in his native town, and later 
went to the National Congress as a Radical deputy from 1958 to 1962. He com- 
pleted his parliamentary career in the UCRI [Intransigent Radical Civic Union ] 
bloc during the administration of Arturo Illia. After a division in the 
Integration and Development Movement ducing the last decade, he followed Carlos 
Silvestre Begnis in the Popular Line, and still heads one of its secretariats. 
The other one, after another conflict, was headed by Guillermo Acuna Anzorena, 
although retaining the minority sector. 


He adds to his previous comments: "A portion of our leading classes still has 
a colony mentality, disbelieving in Argentina's industrial status. They main- 
tain that it is not worthwhile, that we should be resigned to the orders from 
the United States." 


Upon being asked whether that postponement of industrial development had 
always occurred, he recalled the "famous Roca-Ruciman pact, when it was agreed 
that we should be its obedient satellite. It should also be recalled that, in 
the British invasions, there were natives who refused to resist, because they 
had no confidence in the native potential. The same thing happened in the 

May revolution; but there were always patriots who were identified with the 
autochthonous struggles and, thanks to them, we have a national identity 
today." 




















[Question] Do those patriots exist today? 


[Answer] Of course. They are the ones committed to the country; those who 
believe that this confrontation has broken out now and that at present it 

transcends partisan differences, and that the politicians must defend the 

country beyond the election results. 


[Question] How do you discern the Armed Forces' position between those two 
states of mind that you cited earlier? 


[Answer] I trust that the Armed Forces are not willing to back a plan to con- 
vert us into a satellite, or to make us participants in a struggle between the 
su;erpowers, assigning us the role of a war subordinate. 


"The country's problems are being played with outside," he remarked, complet- 
ing his thought about the near future of Argentina; and he stressed: "The 
countries which do not attempt industrialization are doomed to slavery. We 
must break the bonds, making an effort that transcends political colors." 


Referring concretely to the government, Dr Domingorena reiterated his view 
that "the process is exhausted," explaining that "it is so heterogeneous 
and contradictory that time is working against it, day by day." 


With regard to the new party given an impetus by the Casa Rosada, the poli- 
tical leader expressed the opinion that, "This proves that the government 
still does not know very definitely what to do. It also proves that the 
provincial strong men have faltered in their struggles, and find it far more 
comfortable to run behind the state's protection. It even reminds me of the 
Concordance! The barbecue at Victorica...the old tricks that have always 
failed in the end....They have begun playing a game without knowing where the 
goals are." 


[Question] How do you view the possibility of gradually arriving at presiden- 
tial elections? 


[Answer] It is a trap. It is the old technique of the pilot election. For 
example, if the government's friends win the municipal elections, things will 
continue; but if they lose heavily, everything will come to a halt. 


Foreign Relations 


He is greatly concerned over our position in the world, so much so that he 
associates every national issue with "international power." He claims that all 
our problems are linked with the United States" idea that "a worldwide confla- 
gration is inevitable, and Argentina must be the food supplier in that contin- 
gency. They are also viewing our oil reserves with interest. The latter is 
proven by the attempt to privatize the subsoil, which would leave our reserves 
at the mercy of North American military interests." 


Here, he links his theory with the conflicts in Central America. He claims: 
"The Argentine Armed Forces should have a clearcut, definite position toward 











keeping up the tradition of non-intervention in the internal affairs of other 
countries. Democratization through arms in those nations is the equivalent of 
endorsing decades of bloody dictatorships, such as those of Batista, Somoza 

and Trujillo. Those winds will bring new storms, and it would appear that they 
refuse to realize it." 


He returned to the problems "at home", criticizing "the government's policy 
which is sacrificing culture and public health;" and quoted statistics that 
appeared recently in the magazine LA SEMANA, distributed by the United Nations: 
"Whereas Libya, with 2.8 million inhabitants, appropriates $156 per inhabitant 
for arms, $384 for education and $80 for public health, Argentina appropriates 
$55 for arms, $54 for education and $11 for public health, with a population 

of 27.25 million." 


He did not fail to express a view on the Multiparty group: ‘We are backers 

of the quintet. We do not think, as some claim, that it is "the People's 

Hour’ and we maintain the hope that it will achieve a synthesis of the majority 
sectors and a national type of solution. We also think that it should resist 
the awesome aspect to which it is being pushed by the agitators." 


"Why is the Popular Line divided?" he was suddenly asked. He noted that, 
"Tt is not a matter of a personal dispute, but rather an ideological one. 
There was a sector which thought chat it was more convenient to back the 
government; and we, who did not think so, broke off. We are followers of 
the line of Silvestre Begnis; and we are not elitists or ultraconservatives, 
as we have been charged." 


(Question] The group of your Rosario secretariat has returned to MID [Integra- 
tion and Development Movement]. Will you do the same thing sooner or later? 


[Answer] I respect the fact that Dr Rojo deemed that measure feasible, but I 
think that we should continue in this line and have as a priority goal to 
strive to achieve national status. Later, understandably, we shall adopt 
rhe front line that we consider feasible. 


[Question] Finally, Dr Domingorena, your entire description of international 
cower and the division of states of mind in the country is very pessimistic. 
don't you have any hope? 


[Answer] I trust only in the new generations, and in the Armed Forces’ react- 
ing with all their patriotism in the defense of our independence. 


‘Question] Then you do not consider another world war possible? 
1swer] I consider it so impossible that I am certain that its prognostica- 


_syse will be defeated by the peoples who decide to be sovereign, and who are 
arrently being interpreted completely by the papal encyclicals. 
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Pugliese 


Juan Carlos Pugliese, secretary of the Tandil Committee, secretary of the 
Buenos Aires Province Committee, ninister of economy, national deputy and 
national senator: this is the political career of one of the leading figures 
in the Radical Party. 


At the "Province" Committee headquarters, at 132 Ayacucho, freshly painted, in 
a newly renovated building, still with the odor of being closed up, in one of 
the downstairs offices on the lower level, we held a dialog (the conversation 
was not taped) with Dr Pugliese. He is very terse, but direct in expressing 
himself. He looks straight ahead, and intensely, despite the glasses with 
heavy frames and obvious enlargement. 


The first question (to break the ice somewhat) is virtually the ABC one of 

the profession: "What is your view of things, Doctor? I was at the financial 
market and I learned that no loans are being taken, despite the fact that 
March is near (another comment to start the discussion) ." 


The response is: "Well, that is due to the recession and the lack of confidence 
of the productive sectors." (There are a few references to mutual friends and 
acquaintances, and then the conversation embarks completely on the political 
area.) 


"Independent party." 


Pugliese comments: "you must realize that, before Galtieri anathematized that 
term, in a political address I asked the question: What is an independent 
party? Independent of what? This should be called an official party, despite 
everything that has been done to give it some name or to try to explain it. 
This is a party which wants to keep a little of every traditional party, 
aiming particularly at us (the Radicals). It is a party which wants to keep 
the "good" people from "bad" parties. 


[Question] Doctor, do you know that FUFEPO [Popular Federalist Force], 
actually a member of FUFEPO, remarked that it is gaining over the Radical 
Party in Cordoba? 


(Another smile, but to the point of outright laughter.) "Please,'' he comments, 
"+ Cordoba no less? In Cordoba not even the Peronists are gaining over 
the Radicals. Furthermore, FUFEPO has not even gained in Mendoza." 


[Question] Nevertheless, Doctor, in San Juan with Leopoldo Bravo, and in San 
Luis with Belgrano Rawson. 


He interrupts: "Yes, and in Jujuy with Guzman; but first we must see what is 
going on with Manrique, and what they have to offer besides the government's 
encouragement." 


[Question] Will the same thing happen as happened to Ezequiel Martinez? 


Ll 














He asks the question again: "And what happened to Ezequiel Martinez? How many 
votes did he receive?" 

[Question] Doctor, you know that at the meeting of governors President Galtieri 
said that it was only necessary to offer am image of authority and austerity. 
There are no funds for works projects. Do you think that, with this, it will 
be possible to attain some consensus directed toward a movement which (as 
Harguindeguy said) could be the broad middle fringe? 


[Answer] Without funds for works projects, after 6 years of government without 
success, it would be very difficult (he responds as if answering himself). 


[Question] And the meeting at Victorica? 

[Answer] Were there 20,000 people (he wonders). 

[Question] Yes, I was there. 

[Answer] I don't understand that; there is talk about authority and austerity, 
and an attempt to make something like that populism. Besides, the presiden- 
tial image in the outlying sections of the country always attracts people. 
Furthermore, it is obvious that there was an obligation for public officials 
to attend and also (lowering his voice somewhat) one could eat without a 
limit. 

[Question] What would you think of an agreed upon solution? 

[Answer] Why not? 


|Question] And what would it be like? 


/Answer| We would all sit down at a table and talk; and no one would stop 
until it was decided. 


[Question] And what about the Multiparty group? 
[Answer] Well, with its plan for clarification. 


[Question] Has this plan for "Glarification",which has been termed one of 
"mobilization", "softened" what it had been intended to do? 


[Answer] And what would be a harder mobilization? 

[Question] For example, with demonstrations, or with the brightness of 
crepe paper, or taking to the streets with Argentine emblems, as has been 
commented. 


[Answer] Demonstrations, in favor of whom? 


| uestion] Is the subject so serious, Doctor? 
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[Answer] Look we have good information from the province (Buenos Aires), and 
we know that the situation of unemployment and hunger is being compounded by 
the "work" of "certain sectors". A march or demonstration would put the 
Multiparty group on the path of a social explosion. The task should be one 
of clarification, so that when we have to give a response to the population, 
the population will know that we are not promising it anything that we have 
not clearly explained. We are the alternative that the government has for 
discussing and seeking solutions. That is the difference from the official 
party; up until now they have not been an alternative at all, and they cannot 
provide solutions except the failures that they can display. 


[Question] And what about the normalization of the political parties? Will 
it take place with inspectors? 


[Answer] Yes, I think so. Actually, I don't know much more than what I read. 
But inspectors for what, when we have always been democratic in electing our 
authorities, and if there is more than one list? Each one of them will 
assign its own inspectors or supervisors to check the others. And if we 
make a single list, why do we want inspectors? 


[Question] Doctor, forgive me for jumping from one topic to another, but lI 
would like to discuss many things, and they are waiting for you. What do 

you think of the fact that the population has engaged in a:real scandal, and is 
concerned over Mirtha Legrand's luncheons? 


[Answer] Disregarding who is involved, that is closely associated with the 
fact that the press, especially a "certain press", is also suffering the 
crisis of the entire country, and if it features Mirtha Legrand, it will 
sell more. If they were to feature me, it would not matter to anyone. 


[Question] If, tomorrow, for any reason, the government should decide to call 
upon the Multiparty group to collaborate on the task of governing, or even 


to take charge of it, what would happen? 


[Answer] The first thing is to make note of the fact that there are no 
promises of immediate improvements; there are no magic solutions. 


[Question] Caliing for faith and effort, Doctor? 

[Answer] There is no other alternative. 

Frigerio 

He has not stopped running; he does so every morning, after reading the 
newspapers under the sunlight in his garden. He has even been observed 
quickly crossing Cordoba Avenue at Talcahuano (where he has his offices), 


with a red light signal, and among car drivers who stare at him in amazement. 


A controversial personage, and leader of Argentine institutional history for 
the past 25 years, he is claimed to be typified as an unbeatable and 
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overwhelming polemicist when the debate becomes intensified. Warned of this, 
we decided to take the initiative and question him point-blank: 


"Are Development Movement members the only ones who know how to do things right?” 
[Answer] To what are you referring? 

[Question] To the fact that no one is immune from their criticism.... 

[Answer] For example? 


[Question] Alsogaray, Krieger Vasena, Gelbar, Martinez de Hoz and now Alemann... 
[Answer] It is true.... 


[Question] Well, since they have belonged to such different governments, how 
do you explain the fact that they are opposed to all of them? 


He smiles slightly and, accompanying each remark with a gesture of his right 
hand, he begins arguing forcibly, and there is no stopping him. He always has 
to be interrupted: "I should advise you that this feature of our action is not 
an intention to be constantly opposed; it is a matter of principle. We have 
based our views on the fact that the recurring crises appearing in Argentine 
economic history have originated from structural problems. In our opinion, 
those economists that you have mentioned, in their various comments, have 
confused production with the superficial, or epiphenomenal aspects of the 
economy, namely, trade, currency and finances. These manifestations are impor- 
tant, but what lies behind all of them is production. Any country which does 
not, by its action, aid the development and expansion of the forces of produc- 
tion, will make work for economists such as these, who are concerned about 
concealing the depth of the crisis. And we shall always be opposed to them." 


At this point in the conversation at his office in the Belgrano district, it 
befits us to note that Frigerio precedes every statement with the pet phrase 
"in our judgment" which, obviously, cannot be reiterated every time. 


[Question] When you speak of attacking superficial aspects, are you referring 
to inflation? 


[Answer] Yes. Inflation is a cancer. The difference between the ministers 
that have been mentioned and us is that we consider it a manifestation of the 
productive system's inability to address the desires and needs of the nation. 
This shortcoming is what has caused the constant decline in the people's 
living and working conditions, and the lag in our development, which is alarm- 
ing not only in relation to other Latin American countries, but also in our 
own historical environment. We would give a reminder that, in the centennial 
period, we were the fifth-ranking power in the world. 


[Question] We have wasted our potential.... 
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iAnswer] All of it. Nature has lavished on us what constitutes a necessity 

in the world. We have oil, gas, coal, perhaps the third-ranking fishing 

basin on the globe: and nevertteless our crisis has become deeper (he sighs, 
catches his breath and moves closer to his interlocutor to continue in a 
harsher tone)...and, confronted with this, those economists that were mention- 
ed have offered no alternative other than a reduction in wages, believing 

that the basis for the crisis is inflation resulting from the total demand. 
They think that by freezing wages it can be curbed, while a constant experi- 
ence has proven that this is not so.... 


[Question] Does this mean that you do not give Minister Alemann any chance 
for success? 


[Answer] None, because, like Martinez de Hoz, his policy is based on a 
model conceived counter to the historical interests of the republic. 


[Question] I believe that I am conveying a general concern to you: If Mr 
Frigerio is correct, if all the liberal polices that have been used have 
failed, what is allowing these experiences to be repeated? 


[Answer] It so happens that the Argentine ruling classes have throughout 
history opted for a mistaken course of action, namely that of having been 
bound on every occasion to the agro-exporting model, which is powerless to 
meet the country's objective needs, postponing industrialization. We are 
paying the consequences, and they have now resulted in the most serious, 
deepseated and destructive crisis in the nation's history. 


[Question] At this point we should ask how the blame would be distributed 
between the ruling classes and the external pressures. 


[Answer] This is the formulation of the problem: In the contemporary world, 
where the major contradictions have been taking the path of negotiation and 
coexistence, the people's decision, through their ruling classes (which are 
different from their dominating classes) has made it possible to reach the 
highest levels of development, inasmuch as the national unity has been made 
secondary to the goals of correct economic policies. Today, peaceful coexis- 
tence has made it impossible to suppress the people's real independence with 
violence, if they have managed to bring about unity behind a development 
program. So, since there are external factors which are often detrimental 

to national development, if we Argentines were to come to an agreement on 

a program (a specific example is that of the Multiparty group), we would 
have as a result the impetus for a real process of democratization. Because, 
let us not be mistaken, the parallel to this policy of recession, and 
destruction of the wage and the national wealth, is the progressive curtail- 
ment of democratic liberties. 


Frigerio has specially silvered gray hair, which contrasts with glasses in 
a black frame and not very thick lenses. This lends him a stern image, 
which is lost when he smiles, but which becomes more severe when he is 
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annoyed. This occurs often, for example, every time he is interrupted and runs 
the risk of losing the "thread" of the conversation, even though it may be for 
something important. When his secretary, Jose Maria Carazo, left the office, 
the dialog was resumed, and he referred to the party which the government is 
attempting to encourage. He expressed the view that, "Tt is another indication 
of the government's inability to understand correctly the degree of depth in 
the crisis that is being experienced. It is noteworthy and disturbing that, 
instead of being aware of the responsibility that it bears for having led the 
country to the present situation with its policy, it is devising,every day, 

new obstacles to the process of democratic participation." 


[Question] In the government, they claim that you have no moral authority to 
criticize them, because you have not yet made the self-criticism that is 
incvmbent on you. 


[Answer] Self-criticism is a permanent tool for improving our party's political 
and democratic practices.... 


[Question] I was referring to politicians in general.... 


[Answer] Ah, well, I would tell you that nothing the traditional politicians 
might have done can compare with the disaster brought about by the basic 
policy of the past 6 years.... 


[Question] And what is there beyond mutual blame? 
[Answer] You brought up the subject...- 
[Question] That is true...but what is there.... 


[Answer] There is the conviction that it is time for us to resign ourselves 

to working all together behind a program for the resurrection of the republic. 
The Multiparty group has shown signs of an enormous capacity for self-cr:.ticism 
and political maturity in this regard. That has established it as the only 
alternative of power, and if the Armed Forces do not accept this real fact 

and fail to lend it support, they will be mistaken once again and the country 
will pay the consequences. 


After this answer coffee was served and comments and anecdotes occurred as an 

"intellectual breather." From one of them, involving Frondizi and the United 

States ambassador during his administration, Edward Martin, there emerged the 

topic of the provincial parties. In this connection, he uttered these views: 

"At the present time, the characteristic feature is no longer the localities, 
the town councils or the provinces, the critical entity is the nation. If 

it solves its problems, all the individual manifestations of its geography and 
its sectors will find solutions. It would be impossible for it to start with 

! 


. 1 
a province. 


[Question] This is associated with the Development Movement's thinking about 
regional integration. 











[Answer] The tendency in the world is toward unity, and it is quite likely 
that, as decades elapse, the profile of "one world" will appear, wherein 

the countries will participate, with their culture and their capacity for 
creating wealth aud technology for an increasingly united world. But that 
"one world" can only be achieved through prior independent national develop- 
ment. The countries which act as satellites do not constitute a positive 
factor for the development or the encouragement of future types of regional 
or world integration. The integration of underdeveloped countries is detri- 
mental to each of the national sovereignties. 


[Question] What position does the MID occupy in the national political 
context? 


[Answer] It is a party which has striven to impose its ideas for decades, its 
sole commitment being that to the nation. We think that we have now achieved 
an indisputable strategic victory, because many of our ideas proposed as early 
as the 1940's are currently being supported by very large political and social 
groups. 


[Question] What are those ideas? 


[Answer] We embarked on political activity fighting against the spurious anti- 
nomy of Peronism-anti-Peronism, which was deterring the national struggle and 
preventing the unity of the people. Today, one would be virtually unable to 
raise the banner of that antinomy. The same thing has happened to the Armed 
Forces-antimilitarism antinomy. We believe that the Armed Forces are a criti- 
cal element in the national process, regardless of the mistakes that they 

have made, as all institutions have, in the course of their activity. 


[Question] One has recently heard Development Movement leaders say "we are 
not the most important party, but we are the one rising most."' Does this 
mean that it has ceased to be a party of cadres but without voi:es? 


[Answer] I would like to remind you that, in 1958, we came to power with the 
largest number of votes won by any party up until that time; and that, in 
1973, we, along with the Peronists and the Radicals, were the only ones with 
representatives in the 24 districts. This constant mention of the MID's 
dearth of votes is another manifestation of psychological action: the obses- 
sion of certain political sectors (from which the informational services them- 
selves are not excluded) with concealing the fear of its true dimensions, 

with these expressions of an alleged ignorance of the existence of an organic 
party.... 


[Question] Would that size suffice to make a membership of six per thousand? 


[Answer] There is no doubt of that; in the majority of districts we already 
have it. 


[Question] Why is the MID viewed as a group of economists? 
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[Answer] We claim that the Argentine crisis is total: it is political, economic, 
social, cultural and moral; but at the same time, the center of gravity of the 
problem involves the economy. Nevertheless, to call a party which has made 

the contributions which it has made in the realm of culture economicist can 

only be regarded as an act of bad faith or ignorance. 


[Question] What is the youth's participation in the MID? 


[Answer] The youth movement is participating together with the adults in the 
intensive organizational and political climb. We have thousands of young 
people working in the party, and developing within the universities and the 
labor movement, and among the middle class workers and the business owners. 


[Question] What is the status of the internal conflict with the leaders 
Melchor Posse and Alfredo Allende? 


[Answer] The incident originating in the so-called "working papers" submitted 
by them has been completely resolved; and, in fact, it was at the very time 
that they submitted them, rebelling against the theory and practice of the 
party with which they were affiliated. 


[Question] Why did it have so many repercussions at the time? 


[Answer] It was highlighted in the metropolitan press because it served the 
purposes of the "psychological action" very well to depict the MID as being 
hampered by an internal conflict, which was not the case; and its true 
dimensions were not comparable with those of the movement headed by the "popu- 
lar line", which has also been overcome, because the leaders who were linked 
with that movement are returning to the MID en masse. 


[Question] You are always in the habit of talking about internal coherence. 
How do you explain the initial backing for the Viola government, since it 
was part of the process which you had scored for its economic policy? 


[Answer] I must inform you that we have been opposed to the economic policy 
of the process from the beginning, and made an "identi-k?t" of what would 
happen in Argentina if that model were used. Unfortunately for the country, 
the accuracy of our predictions has protected us from any erroneous interpre- 
tation of our position. What happened at the beginning of the Viola govern- 
ment was that it was initiated with a self-criticism of the process, and its 
minister of economy intensified it by devising measures which constituted a 
shot at the heart of the Martinez de Hoz model. 


2909 
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COUNTRY SECTION ARGENTINA 


CGT ADOPTS SOFTER STRATEGY TOWARD GOVERNMENT 
Buencs Aires MERCADO in Spanish 25 Feb 82 pp 3-4 


[Text] The highest echelons of power are following with particular heed (and 
unconcealable concern) the options stemming from the current administration's 
decision to hasten both the economic and political plans in search of defini- 
tive solutions for Argentine stability that will consist of the national commu- 
nity's attitudes and stated views. Concretely, certain recent political state- 
ments which, in the government's view, are replete with sectarianism and oppor- 
tunism, inasmuch as they attempt to become established as an exclusive dogma on 
solutions and, in particular, entail the omission of certain sectors from any 
national commitment, have fostered these precautionary measures. In this regard, 
mention has been made of the comments of the president of the nation under diffe- 
rent circumstances, when Lt Gen Galtieri voiced his determination not to foist 
on anyone else the blame for what has occurred in the country, as well as the 
need to begin taking the path of unity in diversity. In short, what the autho- 
rities are reportedly seeking is a commitment to debate the nation's future, to 
analyze the current problems and even to activate criticism, but not letting 
this represent a destruction of effort in a particular direction, with a nihil- 
istic or disintegrating intent. In other words, based on the analysis of the 
present situation, the authorities are demanding recognition of differences 
within the system chosen to solve the problems, namely, that of democracy. In 
this connection, on the presidential advisers' table some excerpts taken from 
the Spanish philosopher, Jose Ortega y Gasset,have been marked, wherein he said 
that what defines a nation is its proclivity toward common enterprise, and 
concerted effort. The presence of the president of the nation at the Mar del 
Plata Olympic Village to greet the select group reflects the concern that has 
been cited: an attempt to gain willingness, not for unquestioning support, but 
rather for a commitment in search of solutions for the current situation. The 
president's embrance of Menotti (after the latter had spoken bitterly about the 
present national conditions) was actually a presidential contribution (as his 
collaborators have explained) to the attainment of that required atmosphere 
conducive to the search for, and materialization of a "common enterprise”. 


Politics 

"Since they do not think the same, they do the same.'' This comment was made 
by a veteran observer of national politics, in evaluating the recent decision 
of the CGT [General Labor Confederation], calling for a mobilization plan 
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"without" strikes in the immediate future; in short, a plan parallel to the 
opposing program of the Multiparty group. In the remark made by the aforemen- 
tioned observer, "they do the same" meant that both the Multiparty group and 
CGT will be concentrating, during the fall months, on waging what we might 

term a "dialectical" battle against the government. What they are seeking is 
to win over the most extensive portion of public opinion through a mobilization 
of arguments and attitudes, but without the need for taking to the streets to 
promote strikes or mass demonstrations with dubious success. It means that the 
Multiparty group and CGT are converging on what might be called an “interme- 
diate" stratégy that is not too soft (dialog) nor too hard (strikes, demonstra- 
tions, direct™“action), that will put the government on the defensive with 
respect to public opinion, and will end up convincing it, potentially, of the 
need to move up the electoral timetable. But those who do the same "do not 
think the same"; because the opposition is caught between two mutually exclusive 
strategic ideas. There still remains the powerful political legacy of Balbin, 
that gave rise to the Multiparty group: The intention in this regard is to 
provide a military government which is considered to be under the effect of 

a long weariness with a path toward an electoral outlet. To do this, it must 
not be annoyed, but rather accompanied in its natural evolution from top to 
bottom, attempting to have the military who are in political retirement find 

in the return of the parties that minimum amount of guarantee that will make 

it possible to transmit power without great misgivings, and without a feeling 
of failure and alarm which is inevitably the prelude to future coups d'etat. 

It might be said that, despite the fact that since President Viola's replace- 
ment by President Galtieri and Minister Sigaut's replacement by Minister Alemann, 
its language has been harsher than it was previously, the majority of members 
of the Multiparty group (Radicals, Developmentists, the bulk of the Peronists 
and some Christian Democrats) have not ceased to follow the strategic thinking 
of Ricardo Balbin. In the trade union area, the same thing might be said of 
the moderate lines grouped around the CNT [National Labor Commission]. Alende 
and a Christian Democratic faction, as well as the CGT, on the other hand, 

want to follow another strategic line that we might term "classic": to strike 
over and over again at the supposedly "weary" military regime, to hasten its 
exhaustion, so as not to allow it to breathe, and to capitalize from an elec- 
toral standpoint on the aforementioned erosion of the final phase of the regime. 
It is what Frondizi did in 1957-58, and Campora, in 1972-73, with excellent 
election results, although with poor institutional results owing to the after- 
math of damage and unsettled accounts that a policy of this type leaves along 
the way. So, there are two types of opposition: the "Balbinist" and the 
"classic". But both, which do not think the same, do the same, for the time 
being; because in this part of the political process their strategic needs 
coincide over the short term. The "Balbinists'" want to raise their voices 

so as not to lose contact with the rank and file, which they assume is hostile 
toward the prevailing economic liberalism, and also so as to weaken the govern- 
ment until they have it where they want it: in a negotiating position toward 
the traditional parties. The "classic ones", for their part, also agree to 
raise their voices without lifting their hands; because they do not yet feel 
‘trong enough to proceed to direct action, since tiiey imagine that the atmos- 
shere to be created by the fall dialectical battle will put them in a better 
position for attempting more daring tactics in the winter or spring, and 
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because in this way they can preserve the unity cf action with the "Balbinists" 
at least during the present phase. They are counting on gaining the lead 
later on, and turning the masses in their favor as a result of the development 
and hasty course of events. Finally, the government has been given a certain 
feeling of strength, since the weakness of its rival is "its" strength, by the 
fact that its rivals have achieved mobilizations only on paper (communiques, 
statements and duels in the news media) through the expedient of making use of 
whatever issue becomes public, from the assassination of Ana Maria Martinez 

to the statements of Cesar Luis Menotti. The presidency has begun its own 
campaign in the news media, and its own mobilization, including the obvious 
strategy of "being present" in the issues and immediately blocking any initia- 
tive that the opposition might have. Hence, the Ministry of Interior has 
assumed a leadership position in the matter of the umeasiness caused by the 
assassination of Ana Maria Martinez, and the president has visited Menotti at 
the Marist Residence in Mar del Plata. According to observers,there is every 
indication that, in the fall, we shall witness a major verbal publicity battle 
between those governing and their opponents to bring up and capitalize on 
matters of public interest, in an effort to take a "winning" advantageous 
position in the eyes of the citizenry, with a view toward more deepseated 
confrontations (both electoral and non-electoral) in a less immediate future. 
We shall witness a clash of vanguards in the political war between the govern- 
ment and the opposition: the battle of the arguments. 


2909 
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COUNTRY SECTION ARGENTINA 


CNT MODIFIES MODERATE POSITION 

Buenos Aires LA NACION in Spanish 8 Mar 82 p 6 
[Article: "The Modification of a Strategy"] 
[Text] CNT-20 in the Limelight 


The roles have changed.... Now, the intersectorial group has decided to 
undertake a mobilization that will apparently be more active than the one 
proposed by CGT [General Labor Confederation]. The break in the dialog has 
meant for the government the loss of the only trade union sector which acted 

as its interlocutor. This fact, which unquestionably concerns the authorities, 
has also, although for different reasons, worried CGT, in which demands are 
being made on Lorenzo Miguel and other leaders of "the 62" for more consistent 
action, so that the entity will not lose its status in the eyes of the group 
which was a constant object of its criticism owing to its alleged "close ties" 
with the government's policy. 


One of the leaders of CNT [National Labor Commission]-20, Alberto Triaca 
(plastics), stated that there has been an exhaustion of patience and of all 
possible expedients for procuring the fulfillment of the workers’ desired 
demands by way of openness. "We have declared war on the economic management," 
he stressed, after emphasizing that the return to dialog is contingent on the 
prospects of the group's being able to act as a recipient of positive responses. 


Differences With CGT 


Hence, the intersectorial group has set forth to strike, but not completely, at 
the process; rather with the intention of indicating the urgent need for a 
change in the economic policy, for which purpose, in its view, the replacement 
of Dr Alemann is essential. The plan differs from that of CGT which, at least 
in its initial phase, shows certain features of moderation, and the essential 
goal of which is the restoration of the complete force of democracy; because, 
in its judgment, the process has become exhausted. The cvincidence with the 
Multiparty group's attitude is obvious. 


In essence, the intersectorial group is also striving for institutional norma- 
lization, but it is of the opinion that the socioeconomic "times", which are 
what spurs on the labor movement, are becoming rapidly curtailed and, as a 
result, they demand firm, decisive action. 














The Issue of Unity : 


The reaction that has taken place in CGT (the one mentioned) was shown in the 
speed with which it appointed an eight-member commission, headed by its 
leader, Saul Ubaldini, to contact CNT-20 for the purpose of considering the 
possibility of coordinating the mobilizations. Its leaders admit that this 
does not represent a step toward "trade union unity" but rather one preceding 
this goal: an advancement toward convergence in the area of action. 


It should be recalled that similar or analogous "slogans" have on more than 
one occasion caused the failure of attempts at unification on the part of 

"the 25" (now CGT) and CNT; added to the fact that the latter insists that 
there are political differences which, at first glance, appear insurmountable. 
Furthermore, there resound and repeat voices in its environs assigning to 
Lorenzo Miguel the initiative of the CGT members, with the intention that 
everyone will sit at the same gambling table, so that the metal workers’ 
leader will appear to be the creator of the unity. 


On the other hand, the intersectorial group trusts in its own forces to carry 
out its mobilization, based on its conviction that it includes 80 percent of 
the trade union organizations. 


A Forceful Document 


At 1300 hours on the day after tomorrow, after a gathering of the leaders of 
these unions in front of the Ministry of Labor, the document approved by the 
plenary of intersectorial secretaries general will be delivered to the 
reception office of that entity. Tomorrow, there will be another street 
demonstration by way of a "prolog", but in front of the headquarters of the 
Ministry of Finance, and with the sole partiicpation of the state workers’ 
union. 


The aforementioned document (addressed "To the Government of the Armed Forces") 
is highly critical. For example, it states that, during the interval from 
1976 to 1981, the total foreign debt tripled, rising from $11 billion to 

$34 billion; and that this debt did not serve to equip and reequip the new 
industrial technology, but rather stemmed from a financial policy encouraging 
speculation "which opwerated as a drainage canal through which the process of 
the transfer of Argentina's wealth abroad was accelerated." It adds that our 
country's industry "reflects a virtual collapse, with its consistent unemploy- 
ment which has reached alarming figures exceeding the 'statistics';" to which 
must be added the status of the underemployed "whose income is not sufficient 
to meet the needs of a single individual;" and the highly qualified labor 
which emigrated and which, according to figures from the United Nations and 
the International Labor Organization, amounts to 2 million Argentines scatter- 
ed throughout the world. Finally, it notes that, during 1981, real wages 
underwent a decline of 50 percent,while the wage freeze has kept the domestic 
market depressed; and adds the observation that, in the area of food, a 40 
percent reduction has been noted in the consumption of red meat, vegetables, 
fruit and dairy products. Lastly, it objects to the possible "turnover" of 
the subsoil and "the exploitation of our oil resources for the same interests 
that have been undermining our entire economy." 
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Porcile's Efforts 


It is known that, at a cabinet session held last week, Brigadier Porcile cited 
the need for a certain amount of flexibility in the wage policy, and that this 
topic, as a part of the general context of the actual socioeconomic situation, 
was also analyzed by brigadiers and generals at individual meetings of both. 


Meanwhile, the government issued regulations for Decree 1717-81, which stipu- 
lates that the parties taking part in collective bargaining (managers and 
trade unionists) are to participate in the revision of the general terms of 
those instruments, which have not been changed for the past 6 years. This 
does not presuppose a return to the joint management-labor boards, because 
the eventual changes to be made will be channeled through the Labor Ministry, 
and will not be discussed in direct negotiations. Hence, it will be the 
ministry that will decide on the potential changes, with the explanation that 
the latter will relate strictly to the labor terms, excluding the wage issue. 
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COUNTRY SECTION ARGENTINA 


DAILY CRITICIZES SIX YEARS OF 'PROCESS' 
PY251608 Buenos Aires HERALD in English 24 Mar 82 p 8 
[Editorial: "An Expensive Lesson" ] 


[Text] If the last years have taught us anything, it is that military rule 
is utterly inadequate for Argentina in the final decades of the twentieth 
century. The country, despite enormous economic problems, its cultural stag- 
nation, and its outbreaks of political atavism, has become too complex for 
authoritarian rule of any kind, but especially rule by an institution whose 
functions should be in theory quite different of the one it has nevertheless 
assumed. The recent Argentine experience, indeed, provides a "Western" coun- 
terpart of the Polish experience in the communist world. In both cases dic- 
tatorial regimes, justifying their presence and their actions by reference 

to a political theory, have discovered that there is rather more to ruling a 
country than issuing orders or making optimistic speeches about the glorious 
future that awaits it under their command. 


Six years ago, when the armed forces brushed aside the hopelessly incompetent 
government of President Isabel Peron, their leaders promised to "eradicate" 

the nation's "vices," give the civilian politicans a lesson in clean and ef- 
fective government, transform the Argentine economy into a private enterprise- 
based powerhouse, change the country's political structures, and even to alter 
the "mentality" of the country's inhabitants. Their objectives were extremely 
ambitious and it should not have come as much of a surprise to anyone that 

they failed to attain any of them. Whatever vices they may have had in mind 
back in 1976, they are not claiming now that they have managed to eradicate 
them. If the allegations that are flying around mean anything their government 
is just as corrupt as the one it replaced, a remarkable achievement. Monuments 
to their lack of effectiveness litter the country from La Quiaca to Ushuaia. 
The Argentine economy has not been transformed in the way the authors of the 
"process" desired: The state's role is, if anything, even bigger now than 

it was six years ago and the private sector is in a pitiable condition. Poli- 
tical structures have not been changed, but they have become even weaker, and 
the lack of interest of the average citizen in public affairs bodes ill for the 
country's political prospects. The "mentality" of Argentina's inhabitants may 
have changed, but it has probably been for the worse, to a considerable de- 
gree because millions of the most energetic and talented have emigrated while 
those who have remained have preferred to do nothing that might attract the 
authorities' notice. 

















The period between 1973 and 1976 showed the civilian politicians what can hap- 
pen if they pursue personal interests or sheer fantasy rather than dedicating 
themselves to looking after the public weal. The period that followed, and is 
still not over, has shown the military chiefs that their ability to influence 
events the way they want is just as limited as that of the civilian politi- 
cians. 


These two failures would, one might have thought, have encouraged a certain 
humility among the leaders of the political parties and the three armed ser- 
vices, and a genuine willingness to subordinate sectorial ambitions for the 
common good. Unfortunately, this does not seem to have been the case. The 
civilians feel that things are going their way and they are not in a forgiving 
mood--something which is understandable given the appalling events of the last 
six years but which is nonetheless ominous for the country. And the military 
say they are prepared to be conciliatory, but only on their own unacceptable 
terms. Perhaps the representatives of the civilian majority and the leaders 
of the strong military minority really have learned something from the cata- 
strophe they have brought down upon the country's head. If they have, the time 
has surely come for them to start showing some evidence of this. 


CSO: 3020/34 
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COUNTRY SECTION ARGENTINA 


'CLARIN' VIEWS BRAZIL'S PRESENCE IN ANTARCTIC 
Buenos Aires CLARIN in Spanish 25 Feb 82 p 16 
[Editorial: "Brazil in the Antarctic?" ] 


[Text] The reports arriving from Brasilia agree in stating that the neighbor- 
ing country is planning a program of scientific activity in the Antarctic. 

It is said to consist of the installation of a meteorological observatory 

and the dispatching of a scientific expedition. 


Brazil's interest in the Antarctic has been discussed at length by its geo- 
political experts on many occasions. As early as 1958, Prof Teresinha de 
Castro published an article in the Military Club's magazine in which she 
recommended that her country join "the South American countries: Argentina, 
Chile, Ecuador, Peru and Uruguay, in connection with the right of 'defronta- 
tion' or that of the polar sectors, thought up by the Canadian senator, 
Pascual Poirier, in 1907, when the partition of the North Pole was invoived." 


The “defrontation" theory is equivalent to the projection of the extreme tips 
of the coasts of each country on the South Pole, thus forming segments of 
jurisdiction. The noteworthy aspect is that, with this method, not only would 
Brazil claim rights to the Antarctic, but the way would be paved for other 
countries of the hemisphere which had never expressed an interest in doing so. 
Professor De Castro put her "geometric" theory above other bases used histo- 
rically for claiming sovereignty in the frozen continent, such as physical 
contiguity, continued presence and activity, historical discoveries and 
precedence in the claims. Of course, she thereby encroached on the rights of 
Argentina and Chile, the two Latin American countries which consider a segment 
of the Antarctic to be national territory (although their claims are superim- 
posed mutually, in part, and totally with those of the United Kingdom) . 


The Brazilian Government's policy in the matter was determined on the occasion 
of that country’s joining the Antarctic Treaty on 6 May 1975. This instrument 
was agreed upon in 1959 and ratified in 1961 by the 12 nations which had taken 
part in the research work associated with the International Geophysical Year 
of 1957-58. Seven of them (Argentina, Chile, the United Kingdom, New Zealand, 
Australia, France and Norway) were countries claiming sovereignty. The other 
five (Belgium, Japan, South Africa, the United States and the USSR) never 
claimed that right, although they had a presence in the region. These 12 











members were called consultative, and the treaty was opened to affiliation for 
countries of the United Nations. However, in order to attain the status of 

a full or consultative member, it was necessary not only to be a member state 
but also to be engaged in scientific research work reputed to be important, 
such as setting up a scientific station, or sending an expedition of scientists. 


The treaty established a status quo in the realm of territorial sovereignty. 
The claims were left in abeyance during the period when the agreement was in 
effect, but the rights or claims preceding its ratification could be resumed 
upon the termination of its period of force. The instrument was considered 
highly positive, because it formed the first dewilitarized (as well as denu- 
clearized) zone in the world, encouraging the pursuit of the vital scientific 
activity. 


Hence, Brazil's present position, with the southern presence that it has 
projected, is a logical consequence of the step taken in 1975. It simply 
demonstrates that country's intention of becoming a full member, as Poland 
became in 1977, and West Germany in 1981. This does not broach the question 
as to the possibility that, in the future, Brazil may or may not officially 
accept the "defrontation" theory, which has been refined by its geopolitical 
experts. 


While all this is going on, there is also evidence of pressure from a group 
of Third World nations to have the Antarctic declared a common holding of 
mankind (this position is headed by India); and, among the members of the 
treaty themselves, its reform has been proposed, to make way for the explora- 
tion and subsequent exploitation of its minerals (to be interpreted as oil), 
to which only a few highly industrialized powers could have access. 


All of which leads again to the conviction that Argentina's rights to sovereign- 
ty in the Antarctic will depend, in the future, not on any type of casuistry, 
but rather on the nation's power, expressed by progress toward the south and 

the building of advanced types of industrialization; all of this combined 

with an intrepide and, at times, heroic presence in the frozen continent. 


2909 
cso: 3010/1110 
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COUNTRY SECTION BARBADOS 


BRIEFS 


UNEMPLOYED 1981 RATE --Bridgetown, Barbados, 24 Mar (CANA)--Barbados recorded 
an average unemployment rate of 10.8 percent during the period January to De- 
cember 1981, the Government Information Service [GIS] said. Reviewing employ- 
ment and unemployment for the period October to December1981, the GIS said 
Statistics had indicated that the number of people jobless had dropped to 

11.1 percent of the labour force, compared with 11.9 percent figure recorded 
for the third quarter last year. The number of persons employed during Octo- 
ber to December 1981 was 102,800, an increase of 700 persons or 0.7 percent 
over the figure for the corresponding period in 1980. The figures show that 
the total labour forces was 115,300 persons in October to December 1980, an 
increase by 0.3 percent to 115,600 persons for the equivalent period in 1981, 
the GIS said. The statistics indicated that adults not in the labour force 
totalled 61,500, a decrease of 1 percent from the figure of 62,100 in October- 
December 1980. In this group of adults not in the labour force, 21,400 persons 
kept house; 13,400 were at school; 18,200 were retired; 4,700 incapacitated 
and 3,000 persons were "voluntarily idle," the GIS added. [Text] [FL241758 
Bridgetown CANA in English 1729 GMT 24 Mar 82] 


cso: 3025/1065 
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COUNTRY SECTION COLOMBIA 


ELN MURDERS TEACHER IN PRESENCE OF STUDENTS 
Bogota EL TIEMPO in Spanish 3 Mar 82 pp 1-A, 3-A 
[Article by Gustavo Ramirez] 


[Text] Medellin, 2 Mar--An urban commando of the Army of National Liberation 
(ELN) today shot Roldan Velez to death, who is a teacher in the secondary 
school of the University of Antioquia, as 30 students attending class 
watched. 


Roldan Velez, a 49-year-old biology professor and secretary general of the 
secondary school, died of three shots fired from a revolver by a hooded woman 
who shot in cold blood. 


"We are going to kill him because he is to blame for the authorities torturing 
many of our followers," the woman said before riddling his body against the 
blackboard. 


Police said Roldan Velez received one shot to the left rear of his skull, 
another in the throat, and a third shot in the stomach as he was teaching a 
class of some 30 students, ages 12 to 15, in block two. 


Roldan Velez has been associated for 18 years with the Lyceum as a teacher and 
had worked in the Marco Fidel Suarez schools and in the Medellin normal school. 


The guerrillas, six men and two women, first sought Roldan Velez in his office 
and, failing that momentarily, they set fire to a portion of the institution's 
records and carried off a mimeograph machine. 


According to the account of a woman employee in the Lyceum, the group later 
split up and one of them found the teacher in the block where he was giving a 
biology lecture at 7:45 am to second-year intermediate students. 


The police revealed that the woman who killed the teacher was with two men, 
also wearing hoods and armed with submachine guns. 


"The children fled aghast at the sight of the murdered teacher,"' a teacher from 
the school told EL TIEMPO. 














"We came running out. There were those masked people firing shots into the air. 
They told us not to run. There was a tremendous upheaval. They were saying 
long live the Army of National Liberation. They were saying many things," said 
Alberto Dominguez, a 12-year-old first year intermediate student. 


Dominguez Castano said he was in geography class when he heard shots and later 
say how the teachers went into the group leader's classroom for protection and 
"they did not come out" of there. 


"Tt is a very evil act;" he said, "if they burned the records, it is because 
they had a grudge against him. You can't think anything else. I don't think 
one can hold a grudge against a teacher. And it is not right to take the 
children to see how they killed him." 


The boy said the guerrillas fired one shot at the bus in which he was fleeing. 
"rhe shot blew out a tire and we all started running." 


The police thought the guerrilla commandos were, apparently, made up of "former 
students from the same school." 


A spokesman said the subversives fled in two taxis, one with plates numbered 
TI-3582, belonging to Tax Alemania, and the other not yet identified. 


The first of the two cars was stolen in the early morning hours and was aban- 
doned later on 49th Street and Carrera 82. 


The assassination left Antioquians stunned as the academic council of the 
University of Antioquia, presided over by its rector, Antonio Yepes Parra, 
decided to suspend all activities for 2 days in the school and in the univer- 
sity to mourn the loss of Roldan Velez. 


"T am deeply moved,'' said Yepes Parra moments after the council adopted the 
measure in an extraordinary meeting. It affects some 5,000 students in the 
school and some 23,000 in the university. 


Ovidio Ochoa, a teacher in the Antioquian school, said Roldan Velez “was an 
honorable man who fulfilled his duties" and stated that his friend never received 
any death threats. 


Anibal Palacio, president of Adida, an organization having some 22,000 primary 
and secondary school teachers in Antioquia, said, "we do not consider this kind 
of act justified." 


The academic council of the University of Antioquia, besides decreeing suspension 
of all activities during this Tuesday and Wednesday, agreed to place Roldan 
Velez' body in the funeral chapel of the assembly hall until tomorrow when it 
will be interred in Montesacro Gardens cemetery at 10 am. 


9908 
cso: 3010/1021 
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COUNTRY SECTION COLOMBIA 


BRIEFS 


ELN ANTI-ELECTIONS KILLING--Bucaramanga, 28 Feb--The redoubt of the self-styled 
Army of National Liberation (ELN) killed a liberal councilman, Ivan Rincon, 

in the municipality of Convencion when the political leader was leaving his 
shop in the aforesaid city. Authorities here said four men attired in olive 
green suits entered the "Astrid" notions shop, located in the very center of 
Convencion and fired at its proprietor. They came out later shouting hurrahs 
for ELN and fled to the mountains in a jeep with no license plates. Inside 

the establishment subversive leaflets urging liberals in the region to refrain 
from voting in the upcoming elections were found. The initial investigation 

of facts was begun by Alberto Angarita Garcia, associate judge in Criminal 
Instruction in the Ocana township. The rebels left no clues as to their motive 
for killing the regional liberal leader. [By Jairo Saravia Hernandez] [Text] 
[Bogota EL TIEMPO in Spanish 1 Mar 82 p 2-A] 9908 


CsO: 3010/1021 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


BRIEFS 


TROOPS IN AFRICA--[Maj-Gen Edward Fursdon report: "Cubans by the Thousand" ] 
--About 32,000 Cuban troops are now deployed in Africa, according to the lat- 
est reports. They are concentrated principally in Angola and Ethiopia. This 
huge military strength is four times that of the Cuban civilians employed on 
development and aid work in Africa. With the Cuban economy under severe 
strain, such a large overseas investment of resources can be maintained only 
with very considerable assistance from both the Soviet Union and the African 
"host" countries. It is reported that some 19,000 Cuban troops remain in 
Angola where Cuban assistance was the key to the victory of the Marxist MPLA 
(Peoples Movement for the Liberation of Angola). The cost of these 19,000 
Cubans is believed to be about 330 pounds per soldier per month. [Text ] 
[PM231517 London THE DAILY TELEGRAPH in English 23 Mar 82 p 4] 


CSO: 3020/82 
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COUNTRY SECTION EL SALVADOR 


BRIEFS 


USE OF ISRAELI PLANES-Washington, 18 Mar (Exclusive)--"‘Arava and Uragan air- 
craft purchased from Israel are participating in the Salvadoran Government 
operations against the rebels. This was confirmed by the spokesman for the 
El Salvador Embassy here. He was replying to a question presented by HA'ARETZ 
following an allegation made by an underground leader today that Israeli air- 
craft had been destroyed during a guerrilla attack on the El Salvador air- 
port some 6 weeks ago. An Israeli source here has reported that about 5 years 
ago El Salvador purchased in Israel three ‘Arava aircraft manufactured by 

the Israel aircraft industries. As for the fighter planes, according to the 
source, to the best of his knowledge Super-Mystere aircraft-—-long obsolete in 
Israel--and not Uragan aircraft had been sold to El Salvador. [Report: from 
Washington by U.S. correspondent Gid'on Samet] [Text] [TA191026 Tel Aviv 
HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 18 Mar 82 p 1] 


CSO: 4423/119 
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COUNTRY SECTION GRENADA 


FOREIGN TRADE FIGURES FOR 1981 ISSUED 
FL251545 Bridgetown CANA in English 1510 GMT 25 Mar 82 


[Text] St Georges, Grenada, 25 Mar (CANA)--Figures published by the govern- 
ment's central statistical office show that Trinidad and Tobago last year be- 
came a more important destination for Grenada'’s exports. 


Main items shipped there were clothing, fresh fruit, furniture and wheat bran, 
which together accounted for 14.9 per cent of Grenada's total exports, com 
pared with 7.7 percent in 1980. 


Cocoa, nutmegs, mace and bananas continue to be the island's major exports, 
accounting for 77 percent of all domestic exports in 1981. 


With diversification, however, this share is declining. The figures given 
for 1977, 1978 and 1979 were 94, 93 and 87 percent respectively. 


The United Kingdom continues to be Grenada's single most important destination 
for exports, accounting for 35.9 percent. 


Three other courtries of the European Common Market (ECM) Holland, Belgium 
and West Germany--are next in importance but their intake is diminishing as 
the island's exports become more diversified. \ 


In the 10 years before 1979, the Eastern Caribbean Common Market (ECCM) ac- 
countef for an average of 80 percent of Grenada's exports. 


In 1980, that figure dropped to 77 percent and, in 1981, it stood at 72 percent. 
Clothing has become the most important of Grenada's non-traditional exports, 
accounting for 5.5 million dollars (ome EC dollar; 37 cents U.S.) in 1981 and 


representing 11.1 percent of total exports. 


This is just over twice the value of clothing exporting in 1980 and almost 
six times that sold overseas in 1979. 


CSO: 3025/1064 
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COUNTRY SECTION GRENADA 


BRIEFS 


DELEGATION TO CUBA--Grenada is to be represented at the Fourth National Con- ” : 
gress of Cuba's Union of Young Communists--UJC. This country's representatives °° # a 
will be chairman of the National Youth Organization [NYO] (Leon W. Cornwall), le i 
and NYO's international secretary, (Tally Francis). The UJC which is leading 
Youth Organization in Cuba, will hold its congress 1-4 April. The UJC was 
among organizations from overseas which were represented at the first congress 
of the NYO in December 1981. The union leaders sponsored a 2-week trip to 
Cuba for six NYO members who performed outstandingly in the events of the 
congress. [Text] [FL250305 St Georges Domestic Service in English 2330 GMT 

24 Mar 82] 





INCREASE IN NATIONAL DEBT--Bridgetown, Barbados, 23 Mar (CANA)--Barbados total 
national debt increased by 190.2 million dollars (one BDS dollar; 50 cents 
U.S.) to 683.4 million dollars last year, the central bank reported today. 

The central bank's February economic report showed that total domestic debt-- 
both long and short term -was 424 million dollars for the calendar year, 94.7 
million dollars more than in 1980. Total foreign debt for 1981 was 259.4 
million dollars, and increase of 95.5 million dollars over 1980. Barbados 
total national debt last year was 493.2 million dollars. ([Text] [ FL250310 
Bridgetown CANA in English 2225 GMT 23 Mar 82] 


FRIENDSHIP SOCIETY WITH VENEZUELA--Attempts to establish a Grenada-Venezuela 
Friendship Society is being pushed forward with a 3-day visit here of a 
Venezuelan Dr (Andres Serbin). Dr (Serbin) had met with Prime Minister 
Maurice Bishop in Venezuela last Monday, during which time he expressed the 
desire to establish the friendship society. Yesterday he ended his visit 
here during which time he met with minister of national mobilization, Selwyn 
Strachan, the coordinator of Grenada's Committee for Friendship with the Peo- 
ples. (Sprinter Lambert), as well as paying visits to the site of the inter- 
national airport, the Ministry of Planning, the Department of Tourism and the 
Ministry of Information. Speaking to RFG [Radio Free Grenada] news today, 
Brother (Lambert) revealed that it is Dr (Serbin)'s intention to publish 

a book on the Grenada revolution for use in Latin America. [Excerpt] [ FL2600 20 
St Geroges Domestic Service in English 2300 GMT 25 Mar 82 ] 
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COUNTRY SECTICN JAMAICA 


BRIEFS 


ROK ENVOY'S VISIT-- Kingston, Jamaica, 24 Mar (CANA)--A special presidential 
envoy from South Korea, (Dwang Soo-choi), arrived here yesterday on a five- 
day visit. He is accompanied by senior officials from the Korean Foreign 
Ministry. The Jamaican Foreign Ministry said they are having talks with Prime 
Minister Edward Seaga, Foreign Minister Hugh Shearer and Industry and Com 
merce Minister Douglas Vaz, among others. The Koreans have been attempting 
to expand their diplomatic presence in the Caribbean and have been particular- 
ly attentive to Jamaica. Both countries are close to signing an economic and 


technical cooperation agreement. [Text] [FL242105 Bridgetown CANA in English 
1945 GMT 24 Mar 82] 


CSO: 3025/1065 
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COUNTRY SECTION MEXICO 


U.S. BASES IN LATIN AMERICA CALLED "COUNTERPRODUCTIVE' 
Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 3 Mar 82 p 6-A 
[Editorial: "Bases in Iberoamerica" ] 


[Text] The aggressive trend of the administration headed by Ronald Reagan 
is being conducted openly. The secretary of defense asserts that secret 
negotiations are being held with various countries in Central America and 
South America to set up U.S. bases which could be used in case of emergency. 


Colombia and Honduras are mentioned as two of the countries with which con- 
versations are going on, and it is not difficult to perceive the intention 
to neutralize the people's reactions which are leaning toward a change of 
system to rid themselves from the foreign and local exploitation which has 
been keeping the people in everlasting misery. 


The aforementioned emergency is not hypothetical, for it is present in the 
form of guerrilla warfare in Colombia and with increasing tension in Honduras, 
from which, moreover, we can point out the military intervention in Guatemala, 
El Salvador and, probably, Nicaragua. 


The reaction of the Yankee strategists is understandable in view of the in- 
crease in the centers of rebellion in the area; but lack of political under- 
standing is also obvious. The installation of such bases will have a counter- 
productive effect in the United States where, in principle, there is a 
tenacious resistance to U.S. interventionism due to the bitter memory left by 
the tragic adventure in Vietnam. 


In the threatened countries the reaction would not be less forceful, although 
it would be expressediin terms of blood and violence. Now is not the time for 
the neighboring country to consider itself master of the continent; hegemony 
has become polarized and any action in the nature of increased interventionism 
would result in the proper response. 


God grant that careful thought will be given to the consequences of this risky 
decision! 


8568 
CSO: 3010/1027 
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COUNTRY SECTION MEXICO 


HIGH CHURCH OFFICIALS TO AID GUATEMALANS 
Mexico City EL DIA in Spanish 3 Mar 82 p 6 
[Article by Carlos Cesar Espinosa] 


[Text] Tuxtla Gutierrez, Chiapas-~-2 Mar--Four bishops and one archbishop of 
the Pacifico Sur pastoral area have decided to aid thousands of Guatemalan 
peasants and natives who have sought refuge in Chiapas from the military 
pressures they have suffered in their country. 


At a meeting held at La Sombra camp in La Trinitaria, the church officials 
expressed their desire to aid all these people in view of their right to 
life, physical and moral integrity, legal protection, religious freedom and 
the freedom of thought to which every human aspires. 


They asserted that peasants of Guatemala--a country with which we share more 
than 800 km of border--are seeking refuge in our "pastoral area." "They are 
men, mostly elderly, who arrive in deplorable physical condition, filled 
with fear and sadness at the conditions of aggression and persecution to 
which they are being subjected," the officials isaid. 


They asked the Mexican civil authorities to use all necessary juridical 
measures, national and international, to fully assure the safety of these 
refugees in our country and take their present circumstances into careful 
consideration. 


They also suggested that the refugees not be required to comply with certain 
formalities of which they are not capable and, another thing, that the admin- 
istrative organizations set up to help them make it easy for them so that they 
are not subjected to worries and hardships--the very negative factors from 
which they have come to seek protection. 


Bartolome Carrasco, archbishop of Oaxaca, Jesus D. Alba, assistant bishop of 
that state, Samuel Ruiz Garcia, bishop of San Cristobal de las Casas, 

Arturo Lona Reyes, bishop of Tehuantepec, and Hermenegildo Ramirez, bishop 
of Huautla, sent a greeting to their Guatemalan brothers in which they said, 
"The Pacifico Sur pastoral area has for a long time had very close ties of 
friendship stemming from our common concern for peasant and native comnuni- 
ties." 
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Of the refugees who arrived in Chapas they said they saw a number who were 
ill, undernourished and suffering terrible psychological traumas, to the ex- 
tent that many parents are being forced to give their children away to our 
fellow countrymen for the simple purpose of being able to assure them enough 
to eat; but still more serious is the fact that some children have arrived 
in our country without parents or any other family members. 


They explained that the aid they want to give is without ulterior motive and 
can be combined with that of other assistance groups, both national and 
foreign and official or unofficial, which may be established for this purpose. 


They also praised the position taken by the Mexican Government: "We are happy 
to note that our country has continued to win the international respect and 
synpathy of many in that, in such conflictive periods of history, it has al- 
ways adhered to the just principle of the people's right to self-determination 
and nonintervention." 


Lastly, they repeated what they had said in Puebla: "The right to just inter- 
national coexistence among nations with complete respect for their economic, 
political, social and cultural self-determination has been a valid principle 
in the strengthening of our country." 


8568 
CSO: 3010/1027 











COUNTRY SECTION MEXICO 


HARSH REACTION TO 18 FEB DEVALUATION 
Mexico City EL SOL DE MEXICO in Spanish 19 Feb 82 pp 1-A, 18-A 
[Article by Jose Murillo and Miguel Anguiano ] 


[Text] Yesterday a chill of uncertainty, anxiety and disquiet ran down the 
republic's spine. The sharp drop in Mexico's stock market caused a decline 
in trade operations and panic among bank stocks; it encourageda black market 
in dollars and elecited unanimous condemnation by the opposition political 
parties. 


Mexico City's International Airport was a thermometer measuring the degree of 
disquiet among Mexicans, who awoke to the news that the Banco de Mexico had 
temporarily withdrawn from the exchange market in order to allow the peso's 
value in American dollars to float to its own level. 


A day of confused faces. Haste. Questioning looks. A day when many asked 
themselves what would be the real outcome of the Banco de Mexico's withdrawal 
from the exchange market. 


Thousands of travelers wondered why there were no dollars. Banks at Mexico 
City's International Airport closed their banking operations, and the resulting 
confusion provoked an instant black market in dollars which ended when Bancomer 
and the Banco Internacional commenced selling American currency at 38 pesos 

35 centavos. 


The news spread like wildfire throughout the airport terminal's installations. 
The peso has been devalued! The rate has doubled! There are no dollars at 
the banks! These were some of the exclamations heard during the early hours 
of yesterday morning. 


Meanwhile passengers arriving from the United States, trying to change dollars 
for Mexican currency, noticed the voraciousness of those who approached them 
to buy their exchange, and although some of them had no idea of what was 
happening, others stated confidently, "The peso has fallen." 


In spite of the fact that this disguised devaluation of the peso was made 
known Wednesday evening, exchange operations at the International Airport 
began at 10 am yesterday, although ? hours earlier the black market in dollars 
had already spread to all airport installations. In some cases the American 
bill was quoted at between 50 and 60 pesos. 
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The business community refused to comment. Top executives were not in, and 
even their secretaries did not know where to locate them. Press agents even 
had to retract the statements they had already prepared on the topic. 


The political parties reacted by condemning President Lopez Portillo's economic 
policy. The PAN [National Action Party] called a press conference, while the 
other opposition parties issued communiques expressing their points of view on 
the de facto devaluation. 


Abel Vicencio Tovar said that the Banco de Mexico's withdrawal from the exchange 
market was a sudden political decision, and denounced the fact that Mexico's 
foreign debt would rise to 2.34 trillion pesos, in accordance with the latest 
dollar price of our domestic currency. 


In an interview with members of the various communications media, the director 
of the PAN affirmed that given the current devaluation, the amount the Mexican 
people owe abroad has been increased by 732 billion pesos. 


Ernesto Sanchez Aguilar, leader of the PST {[Workers' Socialist Party], said 

the devaluation was a foregone conclusion, and claimed that the Banco de Mexico 
has no reserves. He likewise condemned those Mexican citizens who have been 
investing their money abroad. 


The country's foreign debt and its economic deficit were the causes of this 
most recent devaluation, said Eduardo Valle of the Central Committeeof the 
PMT [Mexican Workers’ Party]. 


For Gumersindo Magana, of the PDM [Mexican Democratic Party], the Banco de 
Mexico's withdrawal from the exchange market amounted to tacit recognition 
that the pesos’ value was being artificially maintained at unrealistic levels, 
and that the national economy is going through its worst moments. 


In a special communique, the PDM's candidate for the presidency, Professor 
Ignacio Gonzalez Gollaz, stated: 


"The government today is calling on all Mexicans to be patriots, but those who 
govern us are the worst of the antipatriots. They now expect Mexicans to 
suffer deprivations, restrictions, and tighten our belts in order to pay for 
the great fortunes which numerous public officials have amassed." 


He said the country is in a state of ruin, that the PRI [Institutional Revolu- 
tionary Party] has ruined it, and that this is neither a secret nor a recent 
discovery. The country has gone from bad to worse and no one has ever been in 
sharge of the national government besides the official party. 


He proposed that investments by Mexicans abroad be investigated, that such 
capital be returned to the country, that the tourist industry be improved, 
and that multinational companies be forbidden to expatriate the profits they 
earn in Mexico. 
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Engineer Luis Sanchez Aguilar, president of the PSD [Social Democratic Party], 
accused the Alpha Group and the manager of Banobras [Bank of Public Works and 
Services] of perpetrating a 5.8 billion peso fraud on the Mexican people. 


In a paper addressed to the nation's attorney general, Oscar Flores Sanchez, 
the president of the PSD writes: 


"Tn November of 1981 we presented criminal charges in reference to the Alpha- 
Banobras loan, pointing out its impropriety. We showed violations of banking 
law, since, due to the circumstances of technical bankruptcy, Alpha is not and 
was not an appropriate candidate for credit." 


"But in addition to all this, we warned of a sinister circumstance. Banobras 
issued the Alpha Group this loan in dollars, and the latter was to repay it in 
Mexican pesos. We pointed out even then that in the course of a year the 
government would take a loss of at least 20 percent owing to currency depre- 
ciation." 


This estimate, he said, was made conservative in order to avoid catastrophic 
conclusions. 


He concluded that, given devaluation of the peso in terms of dollars, the 
Alpha Group will have swindled the Mexican people out of 5.8 billion pesos. 


Manuel Aguilera Mora, of the PRT [Revolutionary Workers’ Party], stated that 
the devaluation proves the absolute failure of Lopez Portillo's economic 
policy, which in spite of the oil boom has left the country in an economic 
crisis worse than that the president inherited from Echeverria. 


A day wh2n the Republic's pulse faltered. A day when anguish was a commonplace 
for millions of Mexicans who feel the high cost of living in the flesh. 


"Now they've really ground us down. . .Now the situation is really getting 
critical. . . Didn't they say there'd be no substantial devaluation. . . The 
president who promised to defend the peso like a watchdog has deceived us 
again. . . They've pulled the wool over our eyes. . . This devaluation will 
only benefit the rich who changed a lot of dollars early on..." 


9839 
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COUNTRY SECTION MEXICO 


BANK OF MEXICO: MAJOR DROP IN TOURISM EARNINGS 
Mexico City EL SOL DE MEXICO in Spanish 4 Mar 82 pp 1-A, 13-A 
[Article by Nestor Gil Garcia] 


[Text] In 1981, earnings from tourism amounted to $213 million, a drop of 
66 percent from those of 1980, whereas expenditures increased by 48 percent, 
reaching a total of $547 million. 


The imbalance in the growth of income and expenditures from individual trans- 
actions made at the country's borders, and observed since 1979, worsened in 
1981. In this area there was a decrease of 84 percent in the past year com- 
pared with the figures for 1980 and, as in the tourism sector, this area 
revealed negative balances worse than any observed since December 1975. 


This information was contained in the Bank of Mexico's annual report which 
was obtained in its entirety by EL SOL DE MEXICO after the financial insti- 
tution had given only a summary of that information to the country's news 
media. 


In that report it is stated that, in 1981, nonfinancial goods and services 
showed a surplus of $711 million and, in this connection, in the tourism 
sector, expenditures increased at a rate of 48 percent and earnings at 5.3 
percent, while, with regard to border transactions, expenditures and earn- 
ings increased by 47.5 and 27 percent, respectively, “according to which 
they showed a slight drop." 


Nevertheless, in the report it is indicated that earnings from visitors to 
the Mexican borders reached the figure of $4.709 billion (an increase of 

27 percent over the previous year) and that expenditures made by residents 

of Mexico in border cities amounted to $4.615 billion (48 percent more during 
the same period). 


Moreover, it is said that the total daily average expenditure in the tourism 
sector, which is going up abroad (outlay), is 35 percent greater than income 
from tourists who visit the country. 


With regard to air flights--the most significant with respect to expenditures-- 
the number of travelers abroad increased 29 percent in 1981, while visitors to 
Mexico decreased by 6 percent. 











The phenomenon of the drop in visitors from abroad was not felt in all tourist 
places; in Cancun and Puerto Vallarta the number of overnight visitors in- 
creased by 7.9 and 7.7 percent, respectively, in contrast to Acapulco and 
Mexico City which experienced a reduction. 


cso: 3010/1027 
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COUNTRY SECTION MEXICO 


BRIEFS 


INDUSTRIALIZATION IN FISHING SECTOR--Culiacan, Sin, (OEM)--Eduardo Castro Lopez, 
president of the Regional Federation of Fishing Industry Cooperatives of Central 
Sinaloa, said that 1982 would be the last year of industrialization in his 
sector, because beginning in September four freezer plants now under construc- 
tion will begin operations. He said the Altata plant enlargement project, 
valued at 13 million pesos, is now being finished, the cooperative La Reforma 
is being built with 12 million, as well as enlargements by the Tachichilte and 
La Pionia societies worth 27 million pesos. Next month construction worth 16 
million pesos will begin on El Brinco's plant at Las Urenitas. The latter is 
expected to be finished in September, when the shrimp harvest begins. BANORO 
has already approved the 16-million-peso loan for this project through FIRA 

a group of funds to aid agricultural financing, which granted financing at 
interests between 15 and 16 percent a year, as opposed to current rates 
exceeding 30 percent. Castro Lopez indicated that investment in these four 
plants would be on the order of 60 million pesos, which represents the first 
serious step toward giving the cooperative sector its own infrastructure to 
permit industrialization of the shrimp business independently of the govern- 
ment's plants, thus permitting the latter to use their facilities for other 
fishing operations and to comply with the program of the Mexican Nutritional 
System [SAM]. [Text] [Mexico City EL SOL DE MEXICO 19 Feb 82 p F-1] 9839 


CSO: 3010/996 
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COUNTRY SECTION ST LUCIA 


ELECTORAL COMMISSION REFUTES UWP ALLEGATIONS 
FL242320 Bridgetown CANA in English 2200 GMT 24 Mar 82 


[Text] Castries, Saint Lucia, 24 Mar (CANA)--Saint Lucia’s Electoral Commis- 

sion has refuted allegations by the United Workers Party (UWP) that there were 
irregularities in the current voter registration exercise, in preparation for 

general elections on May 3. 


The UWP, one of three parties in the election race, recently wrote to commis~ 
Sion chairman Maurice Salles-Miquelle, asking that every effort be made to 
curtail acts of deceit in the coming elections. 


UWP chairman Henry Giraudy had expressed the party's "deep concern" over "the 
spate of allegations of irregularities affecting the office of the supervisor 
of elections in the matter of registration of voters." 


He referred to, among other things, the "persistent shortage" of film at the 
electoral office for the photographing of new elections for I.D. cards, say- 
ing this was "not easy to understand." 


The UWP also referred to "the manufacture and recent issuance from the pre- 
mises of a certain printery of boxes resembling the ballot boxes used in the 
last elections and urged that official ballot boxes for the elections be 
"closely guarded." 


But Salles-Miquelle assured the UWP that the shortage of film was genuine, 


Shipments he said were expected from Puerto Rico and would be sufficient to 
supply all identification cards applied for. 


Said the commission chairman in his reply: with regards to the manufacture 

of boxes resembling ballot boxes, the commission is aware of the rumour and 

will of course take what disposition it considers necessary to ensure to the 
best of its ability that the forthcoming election is held in accordance with 
the law of the land. 


Salles-Miquelle said he was perfectly satisfied with the competence and integ- 


rity of the chief elections officer and any insinuations to the contrary should 
be dismissed. 
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He added: I wish to say that we are shouldering our responsibilities in a 
serious and dedicated manner, are conscious of the dangers of things going 
wrong with some aspects of the election process, are constantly trying to re- 
inforce the disciplines to be imposed in order to minimise these dangers, and 
hope that we may bring about for our country as peaceful and correct an elec- 
tion as we administered on the last occasion when we were called upon to do 
our duty in this regard. 


Meanwhile, the revised list of electors has already been posted up for public 
scrutiny, but the issuing of identification cards continues. 


In the last elections in 1979, more than 67,000 persons were registered to 
vote. The turn out at the polls was 68 percent. 


cso: 3025/1065 








COUNTRY SECTION SURINAME 


LEADERSHIP INVITES AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL FOR VISIT 
FL231948 Bridgetown CANA in English 1838 GMT 23 Mar 82 
[By Herman Singh] 


[Text] Paramaribo, Suriname, 23 Mar (CANA)--Suriname's military rulers have 
invited Amnesty International and the International Red Cross here to conduct 
on-the-spot investigations of allegations of repression and torture, follow- 
ing the abortive March 11] coup attempt. 


"We have nothing to fear of to hide," a military spokesman, Lt Ramon Abrahams, 
declared at a press briefing. 


Lt Abrahams heads the military police, which is currently investigating the 
circumstances of the crushed rebellion by rightwing soldiers. The ringleader, 
ex-Sergeant Major Wilfred Hawker was executed for his involvement, while over 
100 persons have been detained. 


Lt Abrahamas told newsmen today that the decision to send out the two invita- 
tions had stemmed from press reports in Holland, Suriname's former colonial 
ruler, that the ruling military authority, headed by left-leaning Li Colonel 
Daysi Bouterse, was using torture and repression against the detainees. 


The military, he said, had grown accustomed to such false accusations by the 
Dutch press which, he claimed, were part of an attempt to destabilise the 
country. 


Lt Abraham showed the press a quantity of drugs, including the tranquilizer 
valium, which he said was to have been used for mixing a potion to wipe out 
the military leaders en masse at a social function before the coup attempt. 


Among the related items which he said had been discovered in a rebel hide out 
in a district called Kwatta on the outskirts of Paramaribo, were injection 
syringes. 


in addition, he said they had found a number of guns with the barrel sawn 
which were to have been used in a planned attack by the conspirators against 
the military authority in Hindu Temple on March 7. 











One detained suspect brought to the press conference demonstrated on a black- 
board what he said were to have been the seating arrangements at the temple, 
indicating where the military rulers were to have been, and also where rebel 
gunmen were to take up their positions in preparation for an assassination 
attempt. 


The suspect, named only as Shivamber, indicated in his drawing that two gunmen 
were to hide themselves at the back of the dais where a priest was sitting 
with their weapons pointing toward the military rulers while the third was 

to hide himself in another position with his weapon pointing to Health Min- 
ister Sergeant Major Badrisein Sital, who was to give the main address. The 
military rulers did not turn up at the function. 


Many of the prime susvects, including two former members of parliament, were 
brought to the news conference to give the lie to allegations that they were 


tortured. 


No mention was made of the fate of ex-Lieutenant Samad Rambocus, co-leader of 
the coup attempt. He has been detained, amid pleas to spare his life. 


CSO: 3025/1066 
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COUNTRY SECTION SURINAME 


SPECIAL ADVISER DISCUSSES BORDER DISPUTE, COUP 
FL251900 Bridgetown CANA in English 1820 GMT 25 Mar 82 


[Text] Georgetown, Guyana, 25 Mar (CANA)--Suriname is worried about Guyana's 
moves to put its economy on a war footing, at a time when no progress has been 
made toward resolving their border dispute, special advisor to Suriname's 
military rulers, Henk Herenberg, has said. 


The Suriname Government was concerned about the development because it repre- 
sented to most people in the former Dutch colony a new belligerency by the 
Guyanese Government, the advisor explained. 


Guyana has border disputes with Suriname and Venezuela, but the row with 
Caracas has been getting more attention in a year when the agreement that put 
it on ice for 12 years will be expiring. 


The Guyana Government has already told nationals they would have to make some 
sacrifices because it was planning to strengthen its defence capability in 
case Venezuela tried an invasion to back its claim to five-eights of the 
republic. 


Measures introduced here include higher taxes and the Guyana Government 1li7s 
orinted 10 million dollars (one Guyana dollar; 33 cents U.S.) worth of de- 
fence bonds, which will go on sale on March 31. 


Mr Herenberg said the Surinamers were particularly concerned about the defence 
bond issue. 


He expressed the hope that Suriname's border dispute with Guyana would be set- 
tled in a manner that respects the brotherhood of the two peoples and the reed 
for justice. 


The advisor is on a short visit to Guyana. He talked about Guyana-Suriname 
relations and about the recent coup attempt in his country during an interview 
with the state-owned CHRONICLE newspaper here. 


ihe military has been the main power in Suriname since a coup in February 1980. 
On March 11 some soldiers tried to topple the country's military rulers, who 
recently forced the civilian government to resign, but the rebellion was short- 
lived. A new military-backed civilian administration is to be installed by 
monthend. 
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Mr Herenberg said work on a new constitution to replace the one suspended 
after the coup was still going on. 


"The military has not tampered with the basic rights of Surinamese and there 
has been no specific legislative change thought the military has issued de- 
crees as it sees fit," he said. 


Mr Herenberg told the CHRONICLE that Suriname has had a number of problems, 
and before the military seized power the parliamentary system functioned poor- 
ly and there was a high level of corruption. 


"A few people were imprisoned because of corruption but before the execution 
of (rebel leader) Lieutenant (Wilfred) Hawker last week there had been no 
death sentences. 


This had been the second time that Hawker had attempted a counter-coup. Re- 
sponding to criticism in Suriname that he did not get a fair trial, Mr Heren- 
berg said: "In a military sense, the trial was military." 


Mr Herenberg said the 1980 coup had brought benefits to the people of Suriname, 
including an improvement in the housing situation. 


He pointed out that under the old system elections were run along ethnic lines 
and parties would arise and claim support from people of their own ethnic group. 


Mr Herenberg said the new administration wants to emphasise a nationalistic 
outlook and to destroy the old ethnic one. 


"We have seen that in the case of Holland, and one third of Suriname's people 
live in Holland, or nationals demonstrated against some pressure which the 
Government of Holland had been trying to exert after the revolution," he 
said. 


"In my country the ideological lines are drawn between the progressive Suri- 
namese and the right-wing capitalists. The progressives want to change the 


mentality of the masses and restructure the economy. 


"This will take a long time and must be done after we consider our history 
and our national goals." 


CSO: 3025/1066 


52 











COUNTRY SECTION SURINAME 


BRIEFS 


STATE OF WAR DECREE LIFTED--Paramaribo, Suriname, 24 Mar (CANA)--Suriname's 
military rulers have lifted the state of war they imposed on this former Dutch 
colony last week after a coup attempt. They said they had decided to end the 
state of war--which gave them greater powers in dealing with subversion--yes- 
terday because they hadthe situation under control and everything was back to 
normal. [By Herman Singh] [Excerpt] [FL241855 Bridgetown CANA in English 
1810 GMT 24 Mar 82] 


CSO: 3025/1066 
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COUNTRY SECTION URUGUAY 


PRESS CONFERENCE WITH BROAD FRONT EXECUTIVE SECRETARY IN HAVANA 
Havana TRICONTINENTAL in Spanish No 5 1981 pp29-36 


[Press conference given by Dr Hugo Villar, executive secretary in exile of the 
Broad Front of Uruguay, during the celebration of the Front's 10th anniversary, 
at AALAPSO headquarters in Havana] 


[Text] On the occasion of the celebration of the 10th anniver- 
sary of the Broad Front of Uruguay, its executive secretary in 
exile, Dr Hugo Villar, took part in numerous activities carried 
out in Havana, Cuba. At that time, he gave a press conference 
at AALAPSO headquarters regarding his homeland's present poli- 
tical situation. We offer a version of what he said below. 


It is a source of great satisfaction to us to be with you again in this new 
none for AALAPSO, which also feels like a home for us Uruguayans. 


We think it's useful tc make a few comments about the political situation in 
Uruguay, taking as a necessary point of departure the plebiscite that took place 
on 30 November 1980. 


The result of that plebiscite, rejection of the draft constitution drawn up by the 
dictatorship, surprised people in many segments of the international community . 
H.storically, it is the first time there's been a situation of this sort, in 

ich a dictatorship has lost a plebiscite that it organized itself. Also, it's 
.e second time that a government has lost a constitutional plebiscite it staged. 
rhe first was in France in 1969, when the draft constitution proposed by De Gaulle 
was rejected; and that, obviously, was carried out under very different conditions 
from those imposed by the military regime in Uruguay. 


Mraudulent Plebiscite 


-cording to the latest figures from the dictatorship itself, 57.2 percent of the 
itizenry voted "No," out of a total of voters representing 87 percent of the 
lectorate, under conditions in which voting was required. That is, 250,000 
iigible people did not vote, including, certainly, exiled compatriots in other 
countries, although the figure for exiles is much greater. If we add the exile 
vote (nearly 500,000 citizens), that for political prisoners (some 3,000), and 
chat for residents whose civil rights have been suspended (over 10,000), the 
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"No" yote that would be obtained would be unprecedented in the political history 
of Uruguay. Naturally, it's a fact that has to attract the world's attention. 


After the plebiscite, some segments of the press spoke of the integrity of the 
event and the electoral process. Nothing could have been farther from reality, 
for the entire long process leading up to the plebiscite was neither clean nor 
proper. On the contrary, it was a fraudulent process, as the Broad Front charged 
well before the election was held. 


it was fraudulent, in the first place, because the draft itself had been drawn 
up by a group of officers that is called the Board of Commanders in Chief, with 
nc participation by any body representing the citizenry. 


In the second place, because then discussion of that draft was eluded. It was 
submitted to what in Uruguay is called the Council of State, composed of people 
appointed by the Executive itself, which serves as a parody of Parliament and 
represents no one. It was not a discussion of the sort held by representative 
bodies. 


It was announced publicly one month before the election; that is, they also dodged 
national public opinion of the Uruguayan public, which needed to know its con- 
tent in order to approve or reject it. During that month, the dictatorship inten- 
sified propaganda that had been set loose 3 years before. The regime monopolized 
the press, falsifying the content of the draft constitution, embellishing it with 
nonexistent merits and offering false choices with which they sought to trick the 
people. The dictatorship's propaganda campaign had the following statement for 

a slogan: “We must put a stop to communism; say 'Yes' to Uruguay; vote "Yes" on 
the draft constitution." 


While radio, the press, and television bombarded the public daily, exhorting it 
to vote "Yes," propaganda for "No" was stifled. The few opportunities the poli- 
tical parties had to explain the reasons for voting "No" were a few closed meet- 
ings, limited television time, and a few round table discussions. 


At the same time, the dictatorship had to allow some freedom of the press, which 
was very limited because, for example, the real leaders of political parties, 
whose civil rights had been suspended, had no chance to speak out. It's a re- 
striction that's in effect not only for the Broad Front comrades but also for 
the leaders of the National Party and the Colorado Party. During that period, 
new spokesmen for those parties came forth and stated their views in some press 
organs. 


A Miscalculation by the Dictatorship 


It's appropriate here to clear up two questions: How was it that the dictatorship 
was sure it would win? And why did the opposition parties assert that the vast 
majority of the people would vote "No"? 


Anyone who had analyzed the background had to be sure the "No" vote would win. 

We said so in several statements before 30 November. What was in doubt? To what 
extent would the dictatorship perpetrate an electoral fraud that falsified the 
true results of the plebiscite? 


55 








In the first place, during these 7 years of dictatorship, the regime has always 
been isolated. This is a regime that was born isolated. We have to recall that 
it was the only fascist regime on the continent that came to power during a 
general strike. We workers and students responded to the coup d'etat, as you 
recall, with a massive strike that last 15 days, which had to be abandoned for 
reasons of balance of forces, to avoid weakening the labor movement. But from 
that time on, the workers, the students, the progressive intellectuals, and 
other groups in society were directly opposed to the regime that took power. 


In the second place, there was a response of great historic value by the workers 
a few months later, when the dictatorship made its first attempt to create 

a submissive labor federation. The dictatorship unleashed an astonishing press 
campaign, encouraging the workers to form new unions--ones that supported the 
regime and opposed the leadership of the outlawed single federation, the National 
Convention of Workers. Shortly after the campaign was launched, it had to be 
halted because not only were no submissive unions formed in any sphere of labor 
activity but the workers reaffirmed their support for the traditional labor move- 
ment and its former leaders. 


Chronologically, there was a third useful incident: the university elections. 

The regime claimed that the university in Uruguay was run by a Marxist minority. 
With that group in jail, the teaching staff removed, and others disqualified, the 
progressive leadership in the university was to be replaced by means of forced 
elections. The regime couldn't even make up a slate of supporters from among 

the students, and, on the contrary, it provoked the casting of blank ballots. 
Thus, only 1.8 percent of the student body voted. And only 2.2 percent of the 
instructors and 5.9 percent of graduates voted for the slates of other university 
groups that in some way supported the regime. These figures reflect overwhelming 
rejection of the dictatorship. It was the only time until the plebiscite that-- 
after the coup d'etat--at least one segment of the population was able to vote; 
and it did so in such an unequivocal manner. 


Fourth, in making our prediction before the plebiscite, we took into account the 
fact that 1 out of every 40 Uruguayans was at some time a political prisoner; and 
there's practically no family in Uruguay that hasn't been affected at least by the 
need for one of its members to emigrate. These are facts that objectively reflect 
the mass rejection of the regime. 


At the same time, from the labor point of view, that first attempt to create a 
submissive union movement wasn't the only one in over 7 years of dictatorship. 
There were at least four other attempts. The most recent was last year. But they 
all failed. 


Another factor causing public dissatisfaction with the regime is the sharp decline 
in the standard of living, which is seen in the loss of 50 percent of the buying 
power of people's wages. At the same time, the corruption, the sinecures, and 

the privileges seized by the military have stirred up increasing hatred among the 
people. 


Despite this background, 2 months before 30 November the regime considered itself 


totally victorious. That could be seen clearly in statements by the military 
leaders themseives. I only want to remind you of one that is representative. 
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Shortly before the final draft was settled upon, same representatives of the Colo- 
rado Party and the National Party sought a discussion with the military leaders, 
trying to obtain some changes in the draft that would enable those parties to 

vote in favor of it. They went to propose certain conditions, certain changes in 
a draft that was grossly fascistic, a shamelessly fascistic draft. The Army chief 
answered them: "You don't impose conditions on the victors." That was one famous 
remark by Lt Gen Luis Queirolo, made 2 months before the election. It clearly 
shows that they were convinced that, even with that draft, they would win the 


plebiscite. 


They plainly confused 7 years of silence imposed on representative institutions 
ana the press with their assent. They believed that 7 years of a Council of 
State appointed by the military chiefs was the expression of the popular will. 
They confused apparent silence, "silence" in quotation marks, with consent. 

Ana on the basis of that error they failed to organize an electoral fraud of the 
magnitude that would have been necessary to conceal the people's views. 


We are sure that if the campaign had been honest and the opposition had enjoyed 
freedom to state its opinion, the "No" vote would have been still more resounding. 
In some electoral districts where representives who deserved some trust could 
monitor voting, the result was as high as 72 percent "No." This happened in 
several places in the country. 


Bewilderment Among the Military, Encouragement for the Opposition 


These results produced widespread surprise, disappointment, and bewilderment among 
members of the armed forces. Among the military leaders, it provoked reactions 
that differed. 


Among political groups, this result has obviously been highly encouraging. In 
fact, in practice, with respect to the plebiscite, in Uruguay there was a great 
coming together of a large number of groups. Naturally, the Broad Front had long 
directly opposed the plan to institutionalize fascism. In recent weeks the main 
leaders of the Colorado and Blanco Parties had joined that. opposition. Except 
for (and it should be noted) Pacheco Areco, the dictatorship's present ambassador 
to the United States, who advocated a "Yes" vote. 


It is a significant fact that in practice there was agreement on objectives. An 
agreement that prevailed, that rejected the fascist draft and that is very en- 
couraging to this process of democratic unification that we're promoting in 
Uruguay. 


Progress in Unification Against the Dictatorship 


Ana following that result, there has also been objective progress in the process 
of unification, reflected in the fact that actually the great majority of political 
leaders, all those who advocated a "No" vote, agree that one way out of the pre- 
sent situation in Uruguay may be election of a national constituent assembly. 

This is an element of objective agreement and therefore a point of democratic 
unification within Uruguay. 











Naturally, not all political leaders--from the different groups--ascribe the same 
importance to the national constituent assembly. Our Broad Front has clearly 
defined its position: We think that a solution through this mechanism has to mean 
the election of an assembly by popular vote without restrictions of any sort, 
with no outlawing of political parties and following the release of political 
prisoners. 


The victory of the "No" vote has also been highly encouraging to Uruguayan exiles, 
among whom democratic unification has progressed farther. The Uruguayan exile 
groups agree on objectives very similar to those proposed by the Broad Front as 

a solution for our country. 


We want to note that none of us can make a certain prediction about what the solu- 
tion is going to be for Uruguay, how the dictatorship will be defeated, and what 
means our people will have to utilize to defeat the fascists. 


We couldn't make a prediction of that sort, but what we:-are sure of within the 
Broad Front is the need to reaffirm our strategic objectives, which constitute 
the very essence of the Broad Front and are what gave rise to its formation. 


They are the objectives that defined it as an anti-imperialist movement, an 
antioligarch movement, one that believes that the quest for a solution to the | 
serious crisis our country has endured for many years imposes the need to carry 
out profound socioeconomic changes in key areas of the national economy. We are 
not giving up those strategic objectives, and, on the contrary, we are restating 
them at this very decisive time in the country's history. But we understand that 
the immediate objectives, tactical, situational ones, require consolidation of 
the unification that people have been bringing about with great difficulty:and 
great effort around basic objectives. Right now, these objectives are supported 
by all the political and social organizations in Uruguay, including the Church, 
the National Conventior of Workers, and the Federation of University Students of 
Uruguay. 


Strengthening the Broad Front 


From our point of view, the immediate task is to strengthen the Broad Front as a 
great instrument of unity among the people in our country, to prepare ourselves 
increasingly well for the decisive events lying immediately ahead--whose outcome 
we cannot fully foresee--and, at the same time, to lend all our support to that 
great process of democratic unification of the Uruguayan people. 


For those of us living abroad, for those of us who feel limited in our work to 
activity in exile, a matter of primary importance is the entire campaign intended 
(Oo broaden, strengthen, and deepen international solidarity. 


0 believe there is no question that in the assessment of the outcome of the pleb- 
iscite, in the assessment of the factors that contributed to this historic victory 
oy the Uruguayan people, international solidarity plays a role of primary impor- 
tance. All the activity carried out in America, in Europe, and in some African 
and Asian countries helped to clarify very well the objectives the regime was 
pursuing with the plebiscite. The international public knew that if the "Yes" 
vote prevailed, as it had in Chiie, massive electoral fraud was the only explanation. 











Ry means of the objective information that the Broad Front Abroad in particular 
had disseminated in many countries in America and Europe, governments, political 
organizations, and labor organizations became convinced that it was impossible for 
the people to vote "Yes" for a fascist document of that sort. This led the inter- 
national public to show, through num¢rous statements, its intention to denounce 
the clectoral fraud if it occurred. 


‘xpanding the International Campaign to Free Seregni 


Before this gathering began, we were discussing with our AALAPSO comrades the fact 
that in a recent assessment of the Broad Front's international relations, we felt 
as if there were somewhat of a paradox involving the solidarity campaign. I'll 
explain. 

In over 20 countries in America and Europe, there are comm tees representing the 
Broad Front of Uruguay made up of Uruguayans located in those countries. Through 
their work we've succeeded in raising solidarity with Uruguay to a very high level, 
particularly the campaign to free our chairman, Gen Liber Seregni. 


We say that he is our symbolic prisoner, our emblematic prisoner. Practically all 
Uruguayan democrats are united in Favor of freedom for Seregni. Now not only the 
Broad Front, but also top leaders of the National Party and the Colorado Party. 
Seregni represents a broad current of democratic opinionin our country, and he 

is an absolutely irreproachable man. 


I want to stress to you that our Broad Front considers General Seregni the symbol 
of all political prisoners; and for us the struggle for freedom for all political 
prisoners is a fundamental principle. This is a non-negotiable principle. 


Seregni has inspired a broad movement in America, as has rarely occurred in other 
cri-ical situations in the region. We have also made much progress in achieving 
solidarity in many European countries. And here's the paradox I was referring to: 
,o other hand, we haven't been able to attain the same breadth and depth in 
rhe African countries and Arab countries, although surely our Broad Front, as a 
political moyement, because of its strategic objectives, is closer to the parties 
and movements running those countries than many of the political parties in 
America and Europe that are openiy supporting our demands. 


This is surely due to our own information-dissemination problems and to the geo- 
graphic location of Uruguayans living abroad. 


In the coming phases of our work, we shall attempt to remedy this deficiency in 
order to expand the international campaign, primarily for the release of Gen 

Liber Seregni and all the political and labor prisoners in Uruguay. We want to 
say that in this regard we've been met with impressive receptiveness from the rep-~ 
resentatives of the governments of those countries, who offered firm solidarity. 


Again, we are grateful for the opportunity to speak to you in the home of AALAPSO, 
which has so generously contributed to the Uruguayan people's struggle. Thank you. 
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